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Aquatic debris is more than just ugly litter on our shorelines; it kills, poisons  

or injures thousands of animals each year. Every piece of litter picked up during 

the TD Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup is a life potentially saved. This year, 

we’re thrilled to report our highest level of participation in the history of this  

event: 52,000 Canadians removed 87,489 kg of litter from Canada’s shorelines! 

They didn’t do it alone. In fact, they could not have done it at all if it  

weren’t for our Title Sponsor, TD Friends of the Environment Foundation, our 

Conservation Partners, The Ocean Conservancy, WWF-Canada and the Canadian 

Association of Zoos and Aquariums, and our loyal donors, Dow Canada and 

Environment Plastics Industry Association. We are tremendously thankful for  

their support.

As you look through this year’s results, have a chuckle at the strange objects 

found, from coconuts to underwear and a stolen hotel safe. But also take note 

of the 200,000 cigarette butts and other harmful items removed from the 

environment and know that if you participated in any way in the TD Great 

Canadian Shoreline Cleanup, you’ve made a difference.

On behalf of the TD Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup staff and everyone at the 

Vancouver Aquarium, thank you for your support of this important program.

ERIC SOLOMON

VP - Conservation, Research & Education,

Vancouver Aquarium
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It seemed that British Columbians really wanted the au natural feel on their 
shorelines this year. In 19 locations, shoreline cleanup crews removed 
underwear from their sites. In West Vancouver alone, underwear was 
removed from Stearman’s Beach, Ambleside Park and Eagle Harbour Beach. 
Vernon was another popular location for the skinny dip, as underwear 
was recovered from Kalamalka Lake, Vernon Creek at Graham Park and 
at Polson Park. When British Columbians weren’t removing their clothing, 
they were fixing (or wrecking) their cars. In 13 locations, participants  
recovered car parts from shorelines in every part of the province. Finally, 
shoes rounded out the top 3 strange items we found in bulk in 2007 
with 11 locations where we recovered this item. In this instance, it’s mostly 
people in the lower mainland (and one person in Golden) who felt two shoes was 
one too many.
  
Beyond that, British Columbian shoreline cleanup crews found; 7 televisons, 

9 bikes, 5 toilets, 4 credit/debit cards, 4 beds, 4 couches, 3 cell phones, 

2 computers, a stethoscope, traffic sign, a bottle of Viagra (empty), 

a compass, a yoga instruction kit, an apartment call box, a microwave 

and a rice steamer—just to mention a few items. 

MOST UNUSUAL ITEMS COLLECTED

Oceanwise Chefs help to clean Kits Beach  

in Vancouver on September 15, 2007.
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MOST UNUSUAL ITEMS COLLECTED

If ever you’re missing a shopping cart, Ontario might just be the place to 
look. In 2007, participants with our program removed shopping carts 

from 20 locations throughout the greater Toronto area. Underwear, 

clothing, lawn chairs and car parts all tied for second place in the strange  
finds list. Each of those items was found in 11 locations across the province.  
Computers and shoes were each found in 8 locations, while bikes 

were found in 15 locations in almost every part of Ontario. While coconuts  
used to be the #1 strange item found in Toronto, this year only 
3 were found and only in Ottawa, Toronto and Brampton. Couches/sofas 

were found in Sudbury, Mississauga, London, Aylmer, Petawawa and Toronto, 
while pillows were found in Marmora, Toronto and Kitchener. In fact, the shoreline
cleanup team on the Thames River in London recovered overalls stuffed with 

pillows.  

To kick off our program nationally, the Toronto Police Marine Unit and the Toronto 
Fire Services joined forces to dive into the harbour. There, the divers recovered 
a motorbike, skateboard, restaurant chair, computer terminal, laptop, 

antique sewing machine, office chair and a hotel safe. As it turned out, 
both the motorbike and the hotel safe solved crimes that had previously run 
cold.  
 
As usual, this is just a smattering of the strange things we found in Ontario in 
2007.

Toronto Police and Fire Departments  

join the cleanup in Toronto Harbour.
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Media Coverage Successes in 2007

Events we coordinated in Halifax, Montréal and Yellowknife provided a spike in media hits in those 
regions of the country. In total, this year’s campaign received 642 media hits, compared to 2006’s  
420 and 2005’s 270.
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We released the community calendar listing in June to regional media outlets. This year, we issued the 
announcement in both official languages. The following is the final text that was delivered:
 
 PROTECT CANADA’S ENVIRONMENT
 From September 15-23, Canadians in every province and territory will join forces for the  
 2007 TD Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup, a call to action involving more than 40,000  
 Canadians removing harmful debris from local shorelines. Choose a shoreline and register on 
        the national database before August 15 and all of your shoreline cleanup materials will be  
 FREE. For more information, visit www.vanaqua.org/cleanup or call toll free 1-877-427-2422. 

 Activité au calendrier communautaire
 PROTÉGEONS L’ENVIRONNEMENT DU CANADA
 Du 15 au 23 septembre, des canadiens de toutes les provinces et territoires vont allier leurs 
  forces pour le Grand Nettoyage des rivages canadiens de la TD, un appel à l’action  
 impliquant plus de 40,000 canadiens qui débarrasseront leurs rivages locaux déchets      
       dangereux. Choisissez un rivagenscrivez-vouz avant le 15 août dans la banque de données 
 nationale et l’ensemble du matériel nécessaire à votre nettoyage vous sera envoyé 
 GRATUITEMENT Pour plus d’information, visitez le www.vanaqua.org/cleanup ou appelez sans 
  frais au 1-877-427-2422. 
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Special Events

         

VANCOUVER       

 

YELLOWKNIFE   

TORONTO   

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

Docks at Maritime Museum
10 am
Media in Attendance: Metro, CBC, Citytv, CTV, Global

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

Little Norway Park - Foot of Bathurst, Toronto
10 am
Media in Attendance: Toronto, Global TV National, CFRB 1010, 
CTV, CBC, Weather Channel, Ming Pao, Sing Tao, Annex 
Gleaner, 24 Hours, Toronto Sun, Toronto Star

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

Frame Lake
9 am
Media in Attendance: CJCD, News North

Vancouver Aquarium Staff help to clean up English Bay.

Toronto Police are interviewed by Citytv.

For the first time in our history, we planned media events to announce our 
September 15th Drop-In cleanups across the country. Instead of the ‘launches’ 
of years past in Toronto and Vancouver, these events promoted a single local 
drop-in cleanup day that was scheduled to take place in that city. 

The following is a breakdown of each of the media events:  



                                15 

          

MONTRÉAL       

HALIFAX         

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

Biosphère, Montréal
10 am
Media in Attendance: Caffeine TV, CBC Montréal, Le Devoir,  
Le Journal de Montréal. Radio interviews took place with 
Astral Radio, CJAD AM, and CBC Radio One.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

Halifax Harbour
10 am
Media in Attendance: Breakfast TV Halifax (CTV), CTV  
6:00 p.m., The Trident, Global TV, CBC, Halifax Daily News, 
Chronicle Herald, Kings University Radio Station. Two Radio 
interviews took place between TD FEF and CHFX and CFDR.

Local media interview representative 

from Environment Canada’s Biosphère.
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Each year we hear inspiring stories of our hard-working and dedicated Site Coor-
dinators, who tirelessly take to the shores to remove harmful litter and encourage 
others to join them. We created the Site Coordinator Award of Achievement 
this year to formally recognize those Site Coordinators who exemplify the spirit 
of the TD Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup. Nominations were accepted in 
two categories, one for school group and the other for cleanups held within the 
community.  

Each recipient received a gift package with assorted items from our program 
partners and sponsors. We’d like to thank the Ocean Conservancy, WWF-Canada, 
TD Friends of the Environment, the Canadian Plastics Industry Association, the 
Calgary Zoo, Toronto Zoo and the Vancouver Aquarium for supporting our award 

recipients.

         

SCHOOL GROUP    |    LIANNE JONES       

In her first year as a Site Coordinator for the TD Great Canadian Shoreline 
Cleanup, teacher Lianne Jones from Westmount School led a cleanup of 127 
participants at Kinsmen Lake in Strathmore, Alberta. The cleanup was a great 
success, and Lianne set a terrific example for all who came out to lend a hand.  
                      
Off the shorelines, Lianne remains a hero of the environment. She  not only 
created the school’s volunteer environmental “Green Team” club, but 
has also organized the school’s involvement with the Alberta Beverage 
Container Recycling Corporation’s (ABCRC) recycling program. Her other 
school initiatives include “Trashless Tuesday” lunches, “Swish and Squish”  
milk carton recycling, and the “Walkin’ and Wheelin’ Wednesday” program that 
encourages people visiting the school to leave their cars at home.  

Lianne with Kevin Strange - Manager, Conservation

Education and Communications at the Calgary Zoo.

Lianne is already planning to take part again next year, and will be 
encouraging more classes and community members to come and help clean 
the shorelines. Her great success and enthusiasm for coordinating her own 
cleanup has even inspired a local Scouting group to lead their own event in 
2008. Congratulations to Lianne for receiving this year’s Site Coordinator Award 
of Achievement, and thank you to all of her cleanup participants for helping to 
make her first TD Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup such a great success!

Awards of Achievement
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COMMUNITY BASED    |    SHERRILL BERG

Over the past five years, Sherrill Berg of Eagle Mountain District Girl 
Guides has been coordinating a series of well prepared and engaging 
cleanups for her guides.  This year, a group of 70 eager guides headed 
to Town Centre Park in Coquitlam, BC, to clean up Lafarge Lake.  

Sherrill has been involved with the Guiding community for the past 8 
years, and always leaves a lasting impression with the girls, who speak 
highly of their cleanup experiences weeks after it has ended.  This year 
they integrated a series of fun activities into their cleanup, including a 
large wheel of environmental trivia questions.  

During the remainder of the year, Sherrill continues to set an outstanding 
example for her guides by integrating important waste reduction 
measures into their programs.  She is active in bottle and clothing 
drives, and always makes sure that recycled items are made available 
for crafts.  

Not only is Sherrill significantly involved with Girl Guides, but she 
remains an active member of her community by volunteering for groups 
such as the Port Moody Train Association, and local hospice.  

Her dedication to becoming involved and helping others is truly 
admirable. Sherrill’s enthusiasm is hard to miss, and is well appreciated 
by everyone who has crossed paths with her.  

 

COMMUNITY BASED    |    GISELA BACH

Over the past four years, Scarborough, ON, resident Gisela Bach 
has been instrumental in organizing and promoting the TD Great 
Canadian Shoreline Cleanup at Guildwood Park and its surrounding 
shorelines. This year was no exception, and Gisela took on the task 
of organizing cleanups at two locations. This year’s cleanups were 
well attended by numerous groups, which included local residents 
and over 100 students she invited from local schools.       
    
After the cleanup, and throughout the year, she continues to 
encourage neighbours and residents to take responsibility for litter.  
One litter item in particular has caught Gisela’s attention; abandoned 
shopping carts. To highlight the predominance of these carts, Gisela 
maintains her “Toronto’s Abused Shopping Carts Blog”. She also 
maintains a Blog devoted to the Guildwood community, where 
Gisela treats everyone to her passionate writing and updates about 
the community she calls home. She even motivated the local parks 
department to post signs outlining relevant municipal bylaws.  

Sherill with Dr. Nightingale, 

President of the  

Vancouver Aquarium.

Gisela with Susan Debreceni 

of the TD Great Canadian

Shoreline Cleanup and  

Shanna E. Young from  

the Toronto Zoo.
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CARLA SCHUK,

National Manager - TD Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup

Year Ahead
 
In 2008, the TD Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup team looks forward to 

welcoming back our returning site coordinators who join us every year on the 

shorelines. Their leadership, initiative and dedication to conservation inspire 

increasing numbers of people to take action and participate in cleanups across 

Canada.

We also look forward to welcoming new participants to this direct action 

conservation initiative in the coming year. We seek to make participation in 

our program a learning experience and one that will increase awareness on the 

issues surrounding harmful shoreline litter. Leading or participating in a local 

shoreline cleanup helps foster better awareness about shoreline litter, eliciting 

more responsible disposal of our waste items and better care for our environment 

as a whole.  

We would like to thank each and every one of our site coordinators and 

participants who got involved in the TD Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup 

in 2007. Your stewardship of our shorelines has made them safer, cleaner 

habitats for the plants and animals who call them home—not to mention all of 

us. Our growing number of participants illustrates Canadians’ commitment to 

the environment and the preservation of our shorelines for generations to come. 

A very special thank you also goes to our dedicated and generous sponsors and 

donors who make this program possible. Without their support we would not be able 

to make this program the successful national environmental initiative that it is.

We are always seeking ways to make our program accessible to a larger cross- 

section of Canadians. In 2008, we look forward to hosting more public cleanups 

across the country to ensure Canadians can easily participate in our program. 

The data, diligently collected every year, will also be made more accessible 

on our website in 2008. This will allow participants and other interested groups 

to look up the types, sources, and locations of litter in their areas. Please 

visit our website regularly for the latest news and information!  

For 2008 registration, please go to: www.vanaqua.org/cleanup to pick your 

preferred shoreline cleanup site.
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THE 2007 TD GREAT CANADIAN SHORELINE CLEANUP TEAM 
AT THE VANCOUVER AQUARIUM:

CARLA SCHUK - National Manager
KELLIE BENZ - Communications and Special Events Coordinator
SUSAN DEBRECENI - Volunteer Support Coordinator
CANDACE HODDER - Recruitment Coordinator
AARON LICKER - Data and Site Coordinator
TARA TAYLOR - Director, Conservation Programs
ERIC SOLOMON - VP, Conservation, Research & Education

CONSERVATION PARTNERS:

FOUNDING & TITLE SPONSOR:

Staff and Special Mentions

PROVINCIAL PARTNER:

DONORS:

© 1986 Panda symbol WWF-World Wide Fund For Nature (also known as World Wildlife Fund)
® “WWF” is a WWF Registered Trademark







The Vancouver Aquarium is a self-supporting non-profit society dedicated to 

effecting the conservation of aquatic life through display and interpretation, 

education, research and direct action. The TD Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup 

is just one of many Vancouver Aquarium conservation programs that provide 

opportunities for Canadians to make a difference in their communities and 

around the world.

For more information about the Vancouver Aquarium’s conservation initiatives 

and how you can get involved, visit www.vanaqua.org.


